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Chapter One- Another one of those steps....

Adventures are interesting things... When you go on one you set out from
somewhere that you know, and end up somewhere that you don’t. At least most
people arrive at an unknown destination but are still somewhere on Earth. For
Captain Todie that is not the case. He’s one of Earth’s best star-commanders, and
is about to take charge of the world’s first intergalactic spaceship!

The Starship 3000 is going to launch today, so lots of people have come to
watch it. Orbit station floats gently above Earth’s gem-blue horizon, and inside
this space station there’s a frenzy of excitement. Todie is standing by a window
with his boyish face gazing out at the stars, while hundreds of chattering people
fill the same room that he is in, and buzz on about the launch of Earth’s great
flagship. But as Todie stares out he rubs his head anxiously. Everyone else may be
thrilled by the world’s newest achievement, but this Captain is too worried to be
excited. It all began when he was asked to captain the new ship...

Todie had just finished commanding the mission to build Saturn Station. It
was a great success, and to put it plainly, Todie was well chuffed! It was President
Roales himself who asked Todie to consider leading the intergalactic starship
mission. The words had no even finished coming out of the President’s mouth when
Todie said yes! He had no doubt about it at all; this was what he was born to do.
He remembered looking up at the stars as a boy and dreaming of exploring space,
meeting aliens, and charting new worlds. Now he had the chance to actually do it.
His excitement lasted about a week, but then Todie began to think about what he
was really getting into. He didn’t know what was out there and he and his crew,
which will only be two other people by the way, are planning to leave Earth in a
spaceship and cruise off into uncharted territory. Who knows where they could end
up? If you go on an adventure and end up in a place that you didn’t even know was
on Earth, at least you still be on Earth, but get trapped in a wormhole and
teleported a zillion light years away, and you’ll soon realise just how big space is!
Todie was going to change his mind, and had even decided to tell the President
that he didn’t want the position... but | suppose he realised it was too late to
reconsider when he woke up this morning and realised that today was the day of
the Starship 3000’s launch! So now all Todie can do is think of what awaits him and
just hope that it will all be alright. That’s why he’s standing at the window



overlooking the beautiful scene of a trillion stars that stretch out from Earth
towards eternity; soon he and his crew will be setting sail towards those stars and
whatever they hold.

As Todie stares he feels a gentle tap on his shoulder. Turning around to see
who it is, Todie almost chokes on his drink as he sees the President standing
behind him. “Mr President!” Todie exclaims as he puts his drink down and tidies his
scruffy, blue uniform. The tall, noble leader of Earth stands just a few steps away
from him and is smiling warmly. He greatly admires Todie and is very proud of him,
despite the fact that Todie feels completely out of place and inadequate for the
job.

“At ease, Captain,” the President replies in a soft voice, “l just wanted to
see the great man who’s going to lead humanity on this thrilling expedition! | bet
you were looking at those stars and imaging the countless and amazing aliens that
you’re going to encounter on your mission!”

“Well... | was actually thinking more along the lines of brain-sucking ,
human-eating, conquerors we could encounter, but | get your point,” Todie
answers with a sigh. President Roales smiles again and pats Todie on the back.

“Do you know what you need to do, lad?” he asks.
“What’s that, sir?” Todie questions curiously.

“Loosen up!” Roales answers as he slaps Todie across the back of the head.
“You’re going on a space adventure, kid, so treat it like one. New worlds,
uncharted stars, alien planets, wormholes, cosmic phenomenon; It’s going to be a
blast! You’re Captain Todie, commander of the Starship 3000! Hey they might even
make a holovision show about you!” Roales laughs with excitement as Todie stands
watching him in shock. Considering he’s Earth’s leader and looks like a school
headmaster, the President seems to have ‘let himself go’ and become like a child
at Christmas again. Todie finds this weird and starts to back away as he laughs
along awkwardly.

“Um... sir?...” Todie mutters, as every in the room stares at the President’s
hysterical giggling. Todie rubs his head again, this time with embarrassment.

“It’s going to be great, Todie, don’t you think so?” the President chuckles
while he tugs at his black jacket and composes himself. Clearing his throat to
sound more official, Roales walks steadily back over to Todie and starts to talk
again. “You see, Todie, this is one of those landmark days... a day when humanity
takes another one of those steps... steps that mean something to history and the
world and the universe. We got to the moon, and to Mars, and to Pluto... Now it’s
your turn to take us all beyond that. It’s not about whether you know what’s out



the door or not, it’s about deciding to take the step anyway. That’s the real
adventure.”

“You make it sound so easy, sir, like it’s a childhood exploration... But isn’t
it more than that? | mean what about all the dangers we might find, all the threats
we could run into. We’d be so far from home in a place that we didn’t know. |
don’t know if | can be responsible for that,” Todie answers with a troubled frown.

“Every time we go into the unknown that’s what we face... | guess that’s
why they call it an adventure; you're not supposed to know where you’ll end up”,
the President gently replies, “So don’t worry about all the ‘what if’s’ and start
thinking like a child again. Discover the undiscovered and find the unfound!”
Leaving Todie with these thoughts, Roales turns and slowly walks away. Todie
starts to think about it all and suddenly he doesn’t feel so afraid anymore... Now
he feels inspired and for the first time in a week he smiles. He turns back to the
window and is caught for a moment by the stillness of the stars. Just then a
shooting star streaks across the deep blackness of space, and Todie sighs, almost
relieved by how beautiful it looks.

“Another one of those steps...” He whispers, and after a brief moment of
enjoying the view, Todie reaches down to a table beside the window and picks up
his glass again. But just as he is about to take a sip he feels another tap on his
shoulder. Putting down the glass steadily he slowly turns around, and then he sees
her.

Her name is Cassy and she is a lieutenant colonel, dressed in a green
uniform with long, vibrant, ginger hair. Todie almost chokes again when he sees
her smiling at him, so she decides to introduce herself.

“My name is Cassy... You’re Captain Todie?” She says. Todie stands staring
at her for a moment and then blinks as if to wake himself from a dream and
answers.

“Yes I’m Todie... nice to meet you, Cassy. Can | help you with something?”
he asks as he turns completely round to face her.

“Well sort of,” Cassy replies, “I’ve been assigned as navigations officer for
the Starship 3000, so | guess you’re my commanding officer. | wanted to introduce
myself.”

“Oh!” Todie says with a slightly surprised tone, “So you’ll be part of my
crew? Well then it’s very nice to meet you!”

“l honoured to meet you too, Captain. | spent all my academy days admiring
all the achievements that you’ve made in your career, and | have always been
amazed at the fact that you're still so young!” she answers ecstatically.



“My ‘achievements’?” Todie asks as Cassy’s eyes widen in shock.

“Yes! You test piloted the first manned, interstellar space pod and even
commanded the Starseeker shuttles to Mars! And on top of all that you commanded
the mission to build Saturn station!” she exclaims, as Todie rubs his head in
humility. “You’ve redefined the word ‘achievement’!”

“Well it wasn’t just me you know... | mean | was with at least fifty people
each time!” he explains modestly.

“But you were the commanding officer! That’s amazing!” she answers as
Todie squints uncomfortably. He doesn’t particularly enjoy talking about himself
and is even more uneasy when conversation is about his achievements. Cassy
notices this and her smile fades. “You don’t like talking about yourself do you,
Captain?”

“Not really,” Todie answers, “It’s a bit... you know...selfish”

“Talking about yourself is not selfish, sir, it’s just appropriate. Everybody
knows that you hate bragging. | remember when you won the Space Endeavours
award and you virtually crawled onto the stage because your head was so low!”
she recalls. Todie’s eyes light up as he hears this.

“You were there at the award ceremony?”

“Yes, Captain. | was also at the seminar you taught on level one piloting,
and thanks to you I’m now a level one standard pilot.”

“Oh,” Todie answers in a more interested tone now that the conversation
has moved on from him. “So you’re among the best pilots at Earth command?”

“Well | wouldn’t say among the best, I’d just say that | can pilot most Earth
spacecraft,” she explains. Todie nods as he is impressed by this.

“So that’s why you got the job to pilot the 3000?” he assumes.

“l suppose so yes,” she answers. “President Roales asked me personally
because he said it was the biggest craft that Earth command has ever launched
and he didn’t want anyone who wasn’t capable.”

“l think the president asked all the crew personally, but | don’t know who
the third member is,” says Todie as he picks up his drink again.

“l hear it’s a guy from Earth Command and he’s the best tactical officer in
the operation. | think he designed the defence systems for Saturn station so you
might have worked with him before,” Cassy suggests.

“l don’t think I’d remember even if | did know him!” Todie answers.



“I’m sure your memory’s fine,” Cassy replies.

“l didn’t even remember meeting you twice before today, and this morning |
was late to the ceremony because | forgot what day it was! This is the most
anticipated event in history and |, the captain of the ship that’s going to be
launched, forgot about it! So you’ll have to keep me in line if we’re on a mission
one day and | forget who | am!” says Todie after another sip of his drink. Cassy
laughs and this makes Todie smile comfortably. “I think I’m going to look forward
to working with you, Cassy.”

Just then there is a sharp chiming from a glass being tapped by a fork.
Everyone in the room turns around to the see who is making the noise, and as
Todie and Cassy turn they see the President at the top end of the hall. He clears
his throat because he’s about to give one of those historic speeches, so everyone
quietens down to listen.

“Today,” he calls out, “is one of the most important days in the history of
mankind. It’s a day of achievement, a day of progression, and a day of new
frontiers. Today is the launch of the Starship 3000!” Everyone in the room bursts
into thunderous applause while Roales nods agreeably. “Mankind has explored the
world, we’ve explored this solar system, and now we’re about to explore the
universe. | almost can’t believe that this is actually going to happen, because the
thought of it all takes my breath away. | was going to give a speech that required
epic music, the clashing of cymbals and the rippling of big flags,” he laughs, “but
then | realised that there was really only one way to show you all how amazing this
all is. So here is my first introduction... Captain Todie!”

A spotlight shoots across the room and illuminates Todie so that everyone
can see him. Feeling like a goldfish, the completely embarrassed captain shrinks in
humiliation! Cassy laughs at his shyness as everyone claps and cheers for him.

“He is the greatest captain we have and | am honoured to give him this
command!” the President shouts out above the applause. Todie turns slightly to
Cassy and gives her a look of total mortification as she giggles at him.

“Who needs fifteen minutes of fame when you can get this?!” he mutters,
still blinded by the light. The clapping begins to quieten down and as it does the
President speaks again.

“My second introduction, ladies and gentlemen... Pilot Cassy!” he calls out,
as the spotlight snaps on to her in the middle of her laughing. Her face drops in
shame as everyone looks at her. Now it’s Todie’s turn to laugh. “She is our
greatest pilot and | am proud to give navigation responsibilities to her!” While
Todie sniggers to himself Cassy nods respectfully at the admiring crowd. After a
moment everything quietens down and everyone turns back to the president.



f fame, let alone fifteen minutes, and
ers to Todie as she rolls her eyes in

t Colonel Alec,” the president continues,
as everyorne oks arouna to rina mim. “unfortunately he could not attend this
ceremony. He is aboard the 3000 right now making final preparations for the
launch! So now there’s only one thing left for me to do,” Roales concludes.
Turning around to the thick velvet curtain that covers the front window, the
President grabs a think cord and tugs it swiftly. The curtain ripples open and
everybody in the room fall speechless at what they see through the glistening
glass.

“Wow...” Todie mutters as he slowly creeps forward. Outside of the window
the Starship 3000 drifts soundlessly over Earth’s horizon. It is a wondrous sight,
shaped like a dolphin with gleaming metal coverings that have a spotless sheen.
The ship looks like it were carved by angels from the most precious silver, but in
all its beauty has a futuristic sophistication about it. Dozens of lights cover its hull,
and beneath the metal covers mechanical parts work together in flawless harmony,
keeping the vessel in a perfectly exact geosynchronous orbit over the planet. This
ship is truly one of the most advanced pieces of technology to ever be created on
Earth, and as Captain Todie watches he can barely believe his eyes. This awesome
vessel is his command! No one in the room can take their eyes off the breathtaking
sight and for a moment there is complete silence. As the sunlight shimmers off of
the vessels surface and it shines like a diamond everyone sighs in amazement.
Then the President turns around again and smiles.

“The next time we see this vessel it will be ready to begin its mission of
exploration.” Suddenly the room fills with applause and cheers as Todie and Cassy
just stare wondrously at the ship they will soon be leaving on. The President turns
to Todie and smiles. “Are you excited now, Captain?”

“You bet | am!” Todie whispers.



